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This is the third monograph on pellagra
which has been published in the United
States, and shows the growing interest in this
subject. In his preface the author states
that his book is intended for the student and
the practising physician; that it is not an
academic discussion of the subject; and he
disclaims any intention of upholding any
special theory of etiology. He also very
truly adds: "There has been entirely too
much speculation on Pellagra, and entirely
too little investigation of Pellagra."
To a great extent the author holds to his

promise; and, with some exceptions, later
noted, he has presented his subject in a pleas-
ing and forceful manner. His method is at
times, perhaps, a little too dogmatic for a
subject which presents so many uncertain-
ties. And in spite of his statement that there
is too much speculation he has allowed him-
self to speculate somewhat on the question
of etiology. He has, however, greatly com-
pensated for this by his sane views on other
phases of the disease.
He has given a good resume of the history

and geographical distribution of pellagra. In
his discussion of the clinical side of the dis-
ease he has departed from customary methods
of classification and devised a rather elabo-
rate classification of his own, which is of
doubtful utility since' it seems to have added
neither to the clearness nor the simplicity of
an already diffilcult subject. Outside of this
rather awkward classification, however, he
has given an good clinical description of the
malady.

There are other places in the book where
the author displays this same desire to strike
out into new paths of classification or ter-
minology, and very rarely with any satisfac-
tory result-for example, his very question-
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able change of "pellagra sine pellagra" to
"pellagra sine exanthemata" (sic); and his
substitution of dermatitis and "dermotagra"
for the usual term erythema, which by most
dermatologists is recognized as the proper
classification of the skin manifestations of
this disease.

His remarks on diagnosis and prognosis
are sound, and his discussion of treatment is
commendable with the striking exception
that he seems to think rest a factor of very
minor importance-an opinion directly at
variance with that of other men of. wide ex-
perience in the United States where the
disease presents features quite dissimilar
from the Italian pellagra of today.

His ideas on etiology are very decidedly
tinctured by the hypothesis of Sambon; and
he adopts as likely the view that the disease
is of an infectious nature, the casual agent
being insect-borne. His discussion of eti-
ology is consequently somewhat lacking the
judicial tone which should have character-
ized it.

There are several errors in the book which
should not have escaped the blue pencil.
For example, "mal del higado" is translated
"disease of madness," and "mal de saintes
mains" becomes, rather ridiculously, "the
sickness of the main saints." Many of the
plates are so poor that they should have been
excluded. The presswork is good, however,
and the book attractive in appearance.

Aside from these not overimportant defi-
ciencies, the book is a very good presentation
of the subject and may be recommended to
those interested in this disease, which annu-
ally has become of greater importance to the
American practitioner.

C. H. Lavinder.
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